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Moderator: 

Hi everyone! Thank you so much for coming out today and welcome. 

As you all know today’s panel is about international routes to legal education. We are going 
to explore some of the differences and similarities between Canadian Legal education and 
legal education in the United States, Australia, and the UK. We will start with some 
moderated discussion which aims to cover everything from admissions and the LSAT, to 
student life, to employment both in Canada and Abroad. We will then continue into a Q&A 
period. As this event is live-streamed, we also welcome everyone who is following along 
virtually to submit your questions via social media during the Q&A. Finally, this panel will 
be followed by some refreshments and an opportunity to chat and ask questions. 

Before we get started, I’d like to thank our fantastic panelists for joining us today and make 
some introductions. 

My name is Anna Nabutovsky and I am the President of the University of Toronto Pre-Law 
Society, and I will be moderating today. 

Here to talk about US Law School admissions we have Lucian Wang. Lucian is a JD 
candidate at the NYU School of Law who has worked professionally in LSAT prep and is 
volunteering as an admissions consultant to undergraduate students. 

Here to talk about Australian Law School admissions we have Anna Southall-Millward and 
Allison Stroz. Anna is the Territory Manager at Oztrekk, a company which acts as a liaison 
between Canadian students and Australian universities. Alison is a University of Sydney JD 
and Ryerson LLP graduate who is currently working in Toronto as in-house Legal Counsel 
for Hudbay Minerals. She is a wealth of knowledge on admissions, Australian legal 
education, and the road back to practicing in Canada. 

Here to talk about UK Law School admissions we have Heidi Schulze. Heidi is the manager 
at Canada Law from Abroad a company which acts as a liaison between Canadian students 
and UK Legal education. 

                                                 
1 Some edits have been made to this transcription. Repetitive words have been eliminated in some cases. Other 
portions have been edited for clarity and conciseness. Finally, some audio was lost, which portions are now also 
lost in the transcription.  
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 Once again, a big thank you to our amazing panelists for taking the time out of your busy 
schedules to join us! We are absolutely delighted to be hosting all of you today. And without 
further ado I think we are ready to begin. 

 Could each of you provide an overview of what legal education in your respective countries 
looks like while noting the differences between specific schools/tiers of schools? 

Lucian: 

[some audio lost]…familiarize themselves with those outcomes. I will avoid going through 
too much detail but what you can actually do very nicely is that there's this thing called APA 
required disclosure so you can if you're interested in any particular school you can actually 
look up UCLA law APA required disclosure, Stanford law required disclosure. And it will 
pull up a document they're required to produce that will give you details on what the average 
income is of graduate. I'll give you details how many people unemployment and the 
composition of the class. It's very nice if you’re a data junkie like me because then you can 
put them next to each other and fill up a massive spreadsheet and start comparing them to 
each other - okay so if I go here, the employment curve looks like this, and the salary curve 
looks like this, and the class composition looks like this so it's very useful source.  

Anna: 

So Australia I'll just generally do some of the options that you have in Australia and I think 
the one thing to note is there is a mix. Most of the universities in Australia have now moved 
to the JD program and you're probably familiar with that. That was a shift that happened in 
Canada as well. And primarily that's just terminology. So the program structures stayed the 
same. In Australia, there's a few different options. So, there are two universities: Bond 
University and Griffith in Gold Coast - both of them. They actually offer your law degree in 
two years which, the way that works is it's a trimester system. So six trimesters. So you're 
doing three trimesters per year and the result of that is that you can finish your JD in two 
years and then from there you know we look at next steps, if that's coming back to Canada as 
majority of students that we work with do. There are some that have stayed in Australia, 
that's an option as well, but for the most part students are coming up to Canada. Both of those 
universities have got another draw to them which is that they offer Canadian electives which 
is really great if you are looking to come back to Canada because what that means is that the 
examinations you need to complete upon coming back to practice here are decreased. Now 
every school and every person are judged individually based on the courses that you took 
during law school in Australia and that type of thing. But those Canadian law electives are 
really great opportunity for Canadians. And then moving on from there we have several other 
universities in Australia does that offer the JD program: University of Sydney, University of 
Melbourne, James Cook University, Monash. Now obviously the big names there are 
Melbourne and Sydney a lot of people are very familiar with those law programs. They're 
great law programs. And again JC (James Cook) is little bit smaller up in Townsville and 
Monash as well has a strong law program. Those programs are three years in length which a 
lot of people again it depends on your preference like that as well, but again you're not doing 
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those three trimesters per year. It's more of a similar structure that you know that you've been 
used to. And then I mean ultimately we're looking at these options they are all great, it really 
depends what you want. Outcomes at the end or very personalised depending on what area 
you're going into, the networking that you've done, and again, you know, the process of 
coming back here to Canada if that's what you're looking at is, but also there are lots of 
options depending on what you want you're looking at we can give you more guidance on 
that as well. 

Allison: 

Thanks Anna. Anna covered Australia really well, so I just have a couple of things that I'll 
add. I went to the University of Sydney and I did a three-year program and I'm happy that I 
did it because after two semesters I was exhausting and wanted to get a little bit of sunshine 
because I was getting a tan in the library. So I would recommend thinking about that deciding 
if you really want to finish quickly or if you’d like to stagger it out a little bit. I was able to 
work during my breaks which was a great opportunity. I actually ended up working at a bank 
there the whole time I was there which opened a lot of doors for me afterwards. So yes JD or 
the combined LLB, they still offer that there. But there are a lot of opportunities and a lot of 
ways to structure it. You can always do a summer school course and they're starting to be 
very aware of Canadian students being there, they are going to start offering a bit of advanced 
training any quasi-legal work you're doing there or might do afterwards and the Canadian 
content electives which were offered at my schools as well. What they do is make it a lot 
easier to come back into your equivalency exams. It means you're not reviewing it for the 
first time. It means you're sort of ahead of the game. And those exams, when you come back 
after studying for a two or three years are that much easier and one less thing to have to stress 
too much about. 

Heidi: 

Thank you very much. Actually I’m going to pass around a little booklet here. So Page 8 has 
a list of all the programs that we generally find Canadians are interested in and I'll take you 
through them quite quickly just to give you a brief overview. So in the UK they still teach the 
LLB which the Canadian law degree was labeled until about maybe eight to 10 years ago. I 
think the last university to switch was Queen’s University up in Kingston and they were an 
LLB up to 2014, I believe or maybe 2013. So it really is just a difference in terminology and 
if you look at the course structure of attending university in Canada versus the UK where 
you'll find that the courses being taught are pretty much the same. The main difference you'll 
find is the content that you're taught. So in the UK they teach international UK and EU law 
your base case law and a few of our schools do actually offer Canadian content modules as 
well, very similar to the Universities mentioned in Australia. So these universities do kind of 
act as a prep course when you are taking those Canadian modules towards your accreditation 
which we'll talk about a bit more later. Now the three-year LLB is the base program and that's 
actually a high school entry program so you can graduate high school go straight into a three 
year degree come back to Canada and be practicing by the time you are twenty-three or 
twenty-four. It’s a pretty good deal. Now for students who have completed a degree and 
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that’s going to be most of you here at UofT, you're looking at a two year LLB and, again, 
similar to the program in Australia this is done in two years time giving you a qualifying law 
degree in common. So applicable to transfer. The main difference between our program in the 
UK and the program in Australia is that you only still have two semesters so you're not doing 
teaching over the summer. That is free and open for you to work and not worry about 
schoolwork which is great. You could also come back to Canada and volunteer in a law firm 
here or get some hands on experience elsewhere. So definitely nice to have that break in 
between, giving you a little bit of a break there. And that is our most popular option. So all 
twelve of our partners offer that to you for the LLB and they all have slightly different things 
to offer for the elective courses. Some of them offer the Canadian content courses, others 
offer work placements and so on and so forth. So we have 12 partners which is a bit too much 
to cover right now. But if you do have any questions, I'm happy to cover that. Now a couple 
other programs to talk about very briefly is the dual degree which is in French and English 
law. So if you're fluent in French or you think you're qualified enough in French to be able to 
get through teaching, then I would highly recommend doing a dual degree because this will 
qualify you in both Ontario and Quebec as well as allowing you to practice in England or 
France or many other places in Europe. So it opens a lot of doors and it's only four years 
instead of three. But the great news is that a couple of our schools offer two years in England 
in two years in France which means the tuition is much much lower than what you would 
expect from a law degree,  so you would be paying about two thousand dollars a year for 
tuition in France rather than say 30 grand elsewhere. So something to keep in mind if you 
have the French language skills. Then the last degree to think about is the LLM. And this is a 
master's in law so most of you will probably imagine that you can't go into an LLM directly 
from a bachelor's degree but that is incorrect. You just need an applicable background for the 
LLM that you're looking at. So for example I like to use environmental law. So if you have a 
background as an environmental scientist and you have an interest in environmental law, you 
could go directly into an LLM in environmental law firm from your bachelor’s. Now this 
wouldn't allow you to practice as a lawyer, so you wouldn't be able to litigate and represent 
clients in court. You can act as a contractor or work on policy work and all those sorts of 
things instead of working as a creator. So definitely something to keep in mind if you have an 
interest in law but you’re not necessarily interested in working as a lawyer, an LLM might be 
right for you.  

 

Allison: 

Heidi, I just wanted to add, I cannot tell you how important it is, or valuable it is, if you can 
become a common law and civil lawyer. It’s very sought-after, especially if you are working 
for a corporation across the country they want people who can speak those languages but who 
can also understand the law as it pertains to public service because Quebec is a big big place. 
I do mining and it’s really important. I don’t have it. Wish I did. Just throwing that out there.  
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Lucian: 

I will address one point that I should have mentioned when it was my turn to speak , which is 
that across the board generally the US is three-year JD programs. There are some variants on 
that, but none of the major schools are going to vary. It is very characteristic of the US.  

Moderator: 

Okay, thank you. So with that we are going to segue into admissions. Some of you kind of 
touched on this but could each of you give a brief overview of what the admissions processes 
look like and mention some differences between schools, maybe talk a bit about the LSAT 
and GPA requirements.  

Heidi: 

Alright, I can take that one no problem. So, like I said, we work with twelve schools, so you 
can imagine there is a bit of variation amongst those twelve and I can also mention Oxford 
and Cambridge. So the Oxford and Cambridge requirements are, of course, going to be much 
much higher. They don’t require the LSAT but they do require the LMAT or a standardized 
test specifically for Cambridge. Their admissions deadline is October 15 so if they are on 
your list you will want to apply sooner rather than later. So our schools are looking for a GPA 
range of about a 3.0 to 3.2 and that is pretty much guaranteed acceptance so if you hit those 
GPAs. We can also make a case for you that if your first two years were a little bit low, you 
struggled to transition, you didn’t do well in first-year but you kind of pulled up your 
bootstraps and you are doing much better in your final years we can definitely find you a 
place to go for law school. The other thing to note is that applications are still open for 
September 2019 and they are open on a rolling basis until June 30. Even after that we can get 
you an application through clearing which is a direct application to a single University. So if 
you are graduating this year or have graduated and you want to apply for September we can 
still get that done, make that happen. For 2020, we are looking at applications opening in 
September and staying open until June 2020, so lots of time to think about those. 

What else? Oh, applications. You can apply to five Universities with one application, one set 
of documents, one set of transcripts, and we take you through that process on a personal 
basis. If you work with us, we assign you an advisor and they talk you through which schools 
to look at based on your GPA, campus environment, study interests, research interests. If you 
want to work for the UN we will get you hooked up with someone who does research for the 
UN so that we are making sure you are meeting the right people and networking with people 
who can help you get a job which is really important. We cannot stress enough how 
important networking is. Once you’ve chosen your five Universities, we will get you started 
with our online application and then we fill in your UCast application for you, making sure 
that everything is put in correctly. We review your personal statement. We receive your 
transcripts and reference letter and all of that to make sure your application is all put together 
and put it in a nice little neat package. When we send it off it is sent to admissions and they 
can get back to you as quickly as possible with a decision. We find our students get decisions 
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usually within three to six weeks on average. Some time periods are a little bit longer 
depending on the time of year, but that is a pretty good turn around for decisions. So, 
something to keep in mind there. There aren’t any standardized tests required for our 
universities as well. They won’t look at the LSAT, so you don’t need to worry about that at 
all. A few schools in the UK still require the LMAT, but none of our partners. So, if you do 
have any questions about that particular test, I can help you answer those but it is not required 
for us.  

Allison: 

Australia does not require the LSAT. I did write it however and it is persuasive when you 
include that in your application. I think they want to see sort of your more fulsome 
application in that sense. I don't remember what the grade cutoff was and I don’t want to 
blow my cover if it's not right. What I do remember was that I didn't quite have it. I was close 
but I didn't have it. But you know that application is your opportunity to really make yourself 
stand up. Say you wrote the LSAT, brag about your score and brag about other opportunities, 
volunteering, jobs and the things you've done and write a bear of a personal statement and 
really tell them why you should be there and Sydney Law chose me which I'm very happy 
about. But but yeah and the the application is a great opportunity to do that. And I think Anna 
can tell you in a very similar capacity what Heidi in the UK, Anna does in Australia and it 
makes it really easy. They take care of it all for you. You don't have to worry about it. It's 
things that happen in different time zones and in strange hours of the day and they make it 
very easy and seamless for you. 

Anna: 

Yeah. Awesome. So yeah just to kind of play off what Allison had been saying. One thing to 
note about the Australian system and the application for Australia is that the start dates are 
different, for the most part different than they are here in Canada. So in Australia you may be 
aware the school year actually starts in February and then it's kind of reversed. So then your 
year will end in summer break. Your summer break will be our winter back here and so you 
have usually until around the beginning of November and then you'll have a few months off 
if you do that depending on which program you do and then head back again. In terms of 
application deadlines and timelines for a February start the universities that we're partnered 
with so for a February start is University of Sydney, Melbourne, Bond has a February start as 
does Griffith as well. The applications are actually looked at on a rolling basis so there's not 
an application deadline. In terms of getting your documents in and your applications the 
decisions are made ultimately it does depend on when you apply. So a lot of people for a 
February start you'll still be looking at getting things started in under a year ahead of time. 
And when I say under way that's when a lot of people start connecting with us on our end. 
We have an admissions officer specifically for law that does your application so that's when 
you start looking at questions and what you need to apply which ultimately is transcripts and 
the personal statement and then often CV or resume as well. And then we do have a few 
programs that have other start dates as well. So February is the common one. And but just to 
give you a few examples so Bond as I spoke of and Gold Coast, so you can start at Bond in 
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February. So their first trimester, also in May and also in September. The program structure is 
the same, they just have sort of the circular rotation of when your courses are taken and that 
type of thing. So if you are very keen on a September start to kind of follow along with your 
classmates and that type of thing then that's something to look at. Ultimately I don’t think that 
said needs to be a huge deciding factor. A few other things, in terms of applications as they 
mentioned, the LSAT isn't required. And as Alison said you're probably going to be writing it 
anyways and it can be used as an asset. In Australia they just don't, it's not a test that’s ever 
been used to kind of evaluate applicants. They don't feel it's a necessary indicator of how 
successful you're going to be in their program. So just keep that in mind. GPA requirements 
for getting in there is a range just depends on the school. Usually the minimum cut-off is 
around 75 percent. I use percentages because in Australia they work on a seven point scale so 
the conversions are done by each university individually and so it can be a little bit tricky to 
depending on - so I think UofT is a four point scale so that's about a two point seven and will 
be the minimum cut-off. For a competitive application usually be just fine around 3.0 is going 
to be a competitive average and so does depend and obviously every year this differs slightly 
based on the pool of candidates as well. Quick note I think in terms of finances we can get 
into just a little bit more as well. You are an international student, so tuition is a little bit more 
on the expensive side. There are scholarships available at every single one of our partner 
universities and those are applied for you when you are accepted into the university but we 
can give you a lot of guidance on what those potential options may be as well. 

Lucian: 

So the LSAT originates from the United States. The United States is going to require the 
LSAT. There are over 200 law schools in the United States which the rankings usually end at 
two hundred so it's hard to tell how many more than that there are which is why it's difficult 
for me to speak about the United States as a whole. It's very well known for having many 
many lawyers. So by and large those two hundred schools require the LSAT. The exceptions 
that are notable are the University of Phoenix and Harvard University which recently 
permitted the GRE as a test.  
However the percentile rankings on either test are going to be comparable. Which means is 
that it's not the case if we have an average score on the GRE and still use that in place of the 
LSAT to get in. As I alluded to, because there's such a diverse range of law schools in the 
United States, getting into a law school there is not a particularly difficult in terms of cut-offs 
but if we're talking about the T-14s you would want the lowest one there – I’m going to insult 
one of the schools here by saying it – But it's like the UCLA right now. I believe their 
average LSAT right now is a 165 with a GPA – I don't want to speculate on GPA it's above a 
3.5 and one sixty five roughly translates to somewhere in the high eightieth percentile, so you 
would need to do better on the LSAT than roughly 80 percent of students taking the LSAT. If 
you want the absolute highest be Yale which currently boasts an average GPA of three point 
nine and a 175 which would require you to do better than ninety-nine-point five percent of 
people writing the LSAT. Yale is a very unique case. They are extremely selective. So that is 
not characteristic of all-American schools. It's just to give you an idea of the range within the 
T-14s. As for the LSAT itself, I'll speak a bit about it because I think this is the time to. It's a 
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standardized test that is a little different from a lot of the stuff that we would have written in 
Canada just because it's a it's pretty standardized which means that standardization is done 
before anyone walks into that room using the experimental sections and without going into 
how it's done, it basically means that you can't cheat the test by choosing a easier time to 
write it. You can't, and I’ve heard this a lot when I was teaching the LSAT, which is that you 
can't cheat the test by saying I’m going to write it in February because that is when all the 
students that aren't serious are going to write. That doesn't work because it's not it's not 
standardized the way that you and your classmates might be standardized. And lastly in terms 
of waiting, they will require you to submit your transcript so your GPA, LSAT score, your 
resumé and a personal statement. Of all those, the GPA and the LSAT are really what's going 
to carry the day. When I used to teach LSAT, what I would often tell students is that they 
should place the importance of the LSAT as what they put towards the four years of their 
undergraduate degree because that is how the schools would weight that LSAT because that 
is how they will treat those, roughly comparable to all the effort that goes into an 
undergraduate degree. And the last thing to note is that some of you sort of if you're ahead of 
the curve there may have looked at the conversion rate, the way the Canadian rates can 
convert for American law schools. That looks terrifying the first time you see it because it 
says that a 97 - 100 is an A+, 93 to 97 is an A, but that is not how it works. They will take – if 
you are at UofT – they will take the letter grade that you have and accept it so they won’t re-
do everything so that suddenly your average of 88 is suddenly B+. I’m going to head that off 
because many students ask about that the first time they see it. 

Moderator:  

Okay so kind of following up on our theme of admissions, I’m going to ask all of you to 
speak about, and I know we touched on this, what kind of applicant that the schools would 
want in your country and how to become that applicant, what kind of personal statement one 
would want to write, if one is in earlier stages of degree how one might go about improving 
your LSAT and choosing a major, etc. 

Lucian: 

OK so I just said this. Because the GPA and the LSAT are such huge factors, it's important to 
use those and then consider which schools you're applying for because applying to schools is 
not free. Right. So every single one has a separate application fee. So what I did and what I 
would recommend most people do is bulk of your schools are going to be within the range of 
the LSAT you did have. Again, all of this stuff has to be recorded in the form of a APA 
disclosure. So you can do what I did and create a little spreadsheet with all the details of the 
schools that you're applying to and then have one or two safety schools and then the schools 
that you're really reaching for. That's the smart way to do your applications and they ask for a 
personal statement. For that one, you want to tell a good story. It doesn't have to be the story 
that everyone thinks that a law school wants to hear and I imagine most of my colleagues 
here would say the same thing about their respective countries. For instance, I did not - I 
come from a science background. I have a major in political science but I didn't do much with 
it. So I didn't you know, just because the political science majors one of the quintessential 
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law majors I barely spoke about it in my personal statement because there was nothing to say. 
I didn't do anything with it. In my personal statement what I mostly talked about my research 
experience and teaching. It's a portrait of a person. It's not, they're not looking for a caricature 
of a law student. They want a diverse student body that is going to bring a number of 
different experiences. For instance, in my class - the student body is not the same as the 
people I have class with - of 450 there are at least three theater majors. I know because I've 
met each of them. There may be more that I don't know about. It's not the case that they want 
quintessential law students and you shouldn't try to write that way because usually your 
personal statement will not come across as genuine if you are writing as somebody you are 
not. 

Anna: 

I think that was a great intro you had to that question, I am just going to add to that briefly. I 
think, and probably across the board here but for Australia for sure. You are not required to 
write the LSAT so that does take that that piece of the puzzle out to some extent. Ultimately 
your GPA is a big factor in your acceptance. And but that being said I mean it's it's realistic 
for especially an international student applying to Australia. They're not looking for a three 
point nine GPA. Like I said there is that minimum of two point seven. And again in that 
range is an applicant all the way up to a three point nine. But they're more so looking at 
again, you as a person as Lucian said. The most successful lawyers historically aren't always 
the ones that do come up with that three point nine GPA. They're the ones that are able to 
think critically. They're the ones who have had life experience. They are the ones who are 
able to problem solve. Who are passionate about the work that they do. So that's going to 
come out obviously in your personal statement as well and and also the fact that you know 
you are applying internationally to a law school in, for example, the likes of Australia. The 
expectation there is that you are, you're committed to going through this path and this 
approach and you have the background, you have your degree, you have your GPA, the 
degree and backgrounds again vary, they vary a lot. There's no requirement in terms of 
courses that you need to have taken or a background you need to have. So that's something to 
keep in mind as well. But again, it's just you have that degree you have that GPA. And why 
do you want to be moving forward with law school with this approach. So it said it is a little 
bit different yes, especially without that LSAT element. I think that if this is something that 
you really want to do, you're going to be able to make it happen.  

Allison: 

Thanks Anna. I agree with both of those and both of those opinions. And the one thing I'll 
add is after my undergrad I worked for five years in finance on Bay street and then 2008 hit 
and the GFC hit, and I was like I don’t want to do this anymore, it's terrible and I included 
that in my personal statement and I submitted my resume. I told them I have a opportunity 
while the market has crashed to learn a new skill, do like my CFA or my JD. And I told them 
that I was never thinking about doing the CFA and that law school was all I ever wanted to 
do and I had an opportunity to do it and I was leaving a job that was paying me well and that 
I enjoyed it because it meant that much to me, so consider all the things you have to offer. 
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Don't be the quintessential law school applicant. There's fascinating people you'll meet in 
your law school classes - should you go that way - and just find out what makes you stand 
out. One of the other things I said in my application was how badly I wanted to be in the 
close proximity of Singapore and Hong Kong markets on that side of the world because that 
was something I knew something about and I quickly realized as I got there that I lacked the 
language skills that everyone else in Australia had, but whatever because it got me into law 
school. What I'm saying is, use what you have and just get creative with it and there is a lot 
available to you and make it work for you. 

Heidi: 

Excellent advice across this table and I would say that that is definitely applicable in the UK 
as well, especially since like Australia we don't require the LSAT. They are looking at you as 
an individual, as a person and not a set of numbers. And it's important to tell them about 
yourself, especially in the personal statement. So the application does go out to five 
universities in the UK and you want to keep that a general application and not gear your 
personal statement towards one university or another. Otherwise you’re kind of shooting 
yourself in the foot and cutting off other options. There are three questions that we require 
applicants to answer in that personal statement. The first one is why do you want to go to law 
school. So what has gotten you to the decision that you want to apply to law school and go 
through towards that career. Then, why do you want to go to UK for law school. Because 
they really want to know why you're making the trip across the pond. They want to know 
why they're so special that they're getting this application. The last question is what do you 
hope to do with that degree. And this is a great opportunity to talk about your personal 
experience, so life experience, volunteer, work experience, all of that can go into your 
application and just telling them about who you are and giving them a picture of who you 
will be as a potential law student and who you will be as a potential lawyer. So all really 
important information to include and I think the other thing to note about the application is 
that they are looking equally at your person statement, your reference letter, your transcript, 
and your work and volunteer experience. So we're going to look at everything that you give 
them to make a decision on your application. Your grades aren’t nearly as important as 
making an impression. So, we can always make a case for you if you have relevant work 
experience or you have a deep passion for a particular area of law and that's what that law 
school does, like can you write software for example. They will see that in the personal 
statement and make a decision based on who you are. So it's important to keep that in mind 
when writing because a personal statement is not long. It’s just over a page so you don't get a 
whole lot of space to say your story. So we'll take you through that as well and make sure that 
you have a really strong personal statement. I already talked about admissions so again we 
range from about a 3.0 to three point two for an average GPA and that's about all that's 
required of this. All the documents that I mentioned.  
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Allison: 

So I just wanted to add one thing. When you are applying to a specific law school. It won't 
take you too long to read through their website and the newspaper articles and the things on 
Google that come up to find out what they're proud of. Are they producing a lot of high court 
judges. Are they doing good work for people. Are they invested in a certain area. Find out 
what makes them tick and speak to it. It will take you long but you're going to win points for 
that. Cracking the code, that’s what it is.  

Anna: 

I'll just add one more thing to it. I didn’t mention it, but if you are looking at applying in the 
likes of Australia you can submit as many applications as you like there's no limit and there's 
no applications fee. Apart from University of Syndey, it's the only school that requires a fee. 
So just to know, your options are very open there. That's through OzTREKK’s partnership 
with our Australian universities. Fees are waived. So there are there's a handful of options for 
you to look at. I always advise looking at what's best for you but just so you know that is 
there.  

Moderator: 

Okay, thank you. Excellent advice. So now we're going to move into financial needs and 
scholarship opportunities. So if you could all kind of outline what the price of law school 
looks like in your country and what scholarships and bursaries might be available and how 
one might go about getting those scholarships  

Heidi: 

Okay I guess I'm starting with this one. So our schools range in tuition from about fifteen 
thousand pounds to eighteen - nineteen thousand pounds depending on the university. So 
Russell Group universities which are well known for their research and highly ranked and 
(definitely equivalent to Toronto, McGill, UBC, York, so Osgoode law school) they are all in 
the range of sixteen to eighteen thousand pounds a year. So when you factor in living costs it 
would be about 45 to 50 grand Canadian per year which is actually about equivalent to what 
you’d spend here in Toronto at UofT or Osgoode because their tuition is a little bit higher 
than our schools with the current exchange rate. So Brexit is actually working in our favour 
and dropping the pound into the floor making it much cheaper for you to go overseas than to 
stay in Canada, especially if you are doing that two years degree instead of three years. So 
you're looking at about 100 grand two years rather than 150 for Canadian universities. The 
other thing to note is you can take the eleven thousand dollars maximum from OSAP 
overseas. They will give you the federal not provincial version which will cover maybe about 
a third of the cost of tuition. There are some minimal scholarships offered by universities. So 
we've been working very hard to develop scholarships and they range in about 1000 to 5000 
pounds, depending on the university, GPA, and other different factors. If you really want to 
put in the effort to apply for a scholarship you're likely to get a bit more funding than the 
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automatically assigned ones but that's about the maximum. The UK doesn't really have a 
scholarship mentality over there. It's not a scholarship taxpayer so minimal scholarship 
options. Most students use a line of credit from major bank or a loan, so the student loan from 
a major bank to fund the rest of their studies and I recommend the line of credit. It is the most 
flexible, it's the easiest to get. There are a few major banks that I can tell you about in person 
if you like to help you get that funding but it is possible and students do do it and you can 
actually work while you are in the UK as well. You can work up to 20 hours a week during 
course time and 40 hours during holidays, so you can definitely make enough to cover your 
living expenses during those times 

Allison: 

Yes, line of credit. Do it. I’m still paying mine off. It was about forty thousand dollars a year 
in tuition prices. Sydney is an outrageously expensive city. I don't even know what that cost. 
The good news is you can work. I think very similarly I was able to work 40 hours every two 
weeks which allows you an opportunity to work during breaks, during reading week, during 
holidays, and unlimited during non-semester time. So during the summer you could work as 
much as you wanted to. And minimum wage is like 20 or 25 dollars so you get pretty excited 
about that until your coffee costs you five dollars. So just to give you a sense of what that's 
about. There are scholarships and bursaries available. I didn’t apply for any, but they're 
available. And yes OSAP is another thing. It's possible. It sounds like an outrageous sum of 
money but it's possible. Just start asking the questions. Go to the banks, see what they will 
offer you. It can be done. And working there is a good plus. 

Anna: 

Yeah. Yeah. Quick just to add to that. Again in Australia kind of the range and this is the total 
cost of program. And so right now the total program cost starts at just over a hundred 
thousand Australian dollars. I'm giving you total program costs just that's a little bit easier to 
put down. That's in Australian dollars right now it's actually in our Canadian favour to go to 
Australia. They're very similar and for – oh gosh, I think it's one dollar to you know one point 
zero seven or something like that. So you do end up saving a little bit in Canadian dollars as 
well. And that ranges all the way up to around 140,000 Australian dollars for the full 
program. And again, like Alison mentioned, specifically for the school the law programs and 
at OzTREKK we work with several professional degree programs. We do seem to find that a 
lot of students are working while completing their JD or their LLB. Not that it isn't a very 
intense program but there's also opportunities for part time work. As Alison mentioned the 
minimum wage in Australia is just like just blows my mind in terms of what we're used to 
here in Canada. I mean a lot of students also work on weekends or Sundays where you will 
get time and a half. So you know, trying to kind of work that a little bit in your favor and 
working four hours on a Sunday, which is like working a full day. So there are lots of little 
tips and tricks and we can help you out with that too. And again in terms of scholarships, 
every one of our partnered universities has scholarships to offer. There are a few that have 
scholarships specifically for Canadian students as well. Ultimately, these again, you apply for 
these and these are given after you get your offer generally speaking so you do need to make 
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sure that you're able to fund your studies without relying on a scholarship. We do have 
universities that are again coming now with more and more Canadian specific scholarships 
just based on how many Canadians are going to Australia which is really, really nice and 
we're hoping that more of our universities are going to jump on board with those specific 
scholarships so we can definitely do definitely keep you in the loop with what's available. 

Lucian: 

So I wasn't sure if it'd be better if I went first or last on this question because it is the US. So 
the American law schools even though there is a range of employment outcomes and earnings 
outcomes, there's not a wide range of costs. So, as in, it's not proportional so per year it's 
going to run around somewhere between $30 000 to $80 000. In terms of the T-14, typically 
between $50 000 to $80 000, depending on which school you’re looking at. The nice thing 
about that is, is that the American schools are also very well known for scholarships and 
financial aid. So, these sticker prices, as is the term, does not typically equate to the actual 
price. So to give an example I'm currently at NYU Law. The tuition per year, the “sticker 
price” is sixty thousand. I would consider myself an average incoming candidate at NYU 
Law but I am on a half ride scholarship. So there are many scholarships available depending 
on. They are integrated financial aid and merit based. And unfortunately it's not something 
that you can calculate before you get your acceptance letter. So you have to apply and then 
find out what you're going to get. It's one of the worst aspects of American education actually 
but it's it is a thing where you can expect a certain amount and then there's some negotiation 
room actually and you should definitely send at least one response email if you do apply. But 
the flip side of that and my typical answer to the question “Lucian why would you go to the 
United States for law school and pay three times the amount that you would in Canada” is the 
earnings outcomes. That's the trade off - that I mentioned the Excel spreadsheet. One aspect 
of the excel spreadsheet is the earnings outcomes and it's basically how much I expect to 
make coming out of school. That's why you should look at the required disclosure if you are 
considering American schools. That's a very important factor. So NYU law costs sixty 
thousand a year but the average graduate makes one hundred eighty thousand year upon 
graduation. So that is the equation that I had to figure out before considering going to the US. 
And it is also why such a huge percentage of the student body – and I guess we will get into 
this when it comes to student life - of such a huge percentage of the student body does go into 
corporate law. It's something that I like talking about money. Not everyone does but it is an 
important factor to consider when you're thinking about sort of what your next steps and 
career in life are. The T-14 are high cost / high reward situations but that upfront cost is 
difficult to deal with you can you deal with it through combination of scholarships and any 
family savings that you have. And in my case I also a student line of credit. 

Moderator: 

Thank you and thank you for foreshadowing next topic which is student life. So if you could 
briefly talk about the student life experience and how unique that might be in your country as 
compared to Canada. 
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Lucian: 

So NYU law is very wholesome. Usually the way I would describe it it's not something that a 
lot of people expect because it is New York City which is famously not wholesome and it’s 
the student environment is very different from here at UofT because, well, I'm used to the 
first experience being in con hall. So at NYU Law, one of the largest schools in the country 
or anywhere I think, but it's a class of 450 divided into five sections of 90. And you have 
most of your classes with those 90 people. So you get to know those 90 people very, very 
well. If you are missing from class, people ask. I was dumb and because I went home for 
Thanksgiving and then I came back late and then because I got my schedules mixed up I 
missed a couple of classes and people were concerned which was very nice but very 
unexpected as well. And I like to tell that story because it's not something that I typically 
expected coming from UofT where I could miss half my classes in a semester and it would be 
completely impossible to tell. It's an environment where people do very much look out for 
each other. That's not going to be the case at every law school, but that has been my 
experience at the very least. The majority of students are interested in non-corporate law 
things just because we end up there doesn't mean we start out wanting to go there. But it is 
going to be an environment where if you're interested in sort of high-powered corporate 
lifestyles the school has a pipeline set up for you. And if you're not interested in that they 
have pipelines elsewhere. But it is very much the case that the school has almost an 
expectation that most of us will end up in one particular place. 

Anna: 

I’m going to let Allison speak mostly to this because I think her answer is probably wanted 
more than mine but just kind of throw it out there, I mean when you're looking at this making 
this decision and it's a big one and you want to think about what your life is going to be like 
your life style where you're going. And I think I mean again Australia is a destination. Yes, 
they have world class world ranked universities a fantastic education system. But it's also an 
incredible place to live and someone made a really great point a few weeks ago on another 
panel we were doing just you know saying that a lot of the time in professional degree 
programs you are really focused on the end point, the outcome. Where am I going to be. 
What am I going to achieve. How much money am I going to make. You know all these 
questions that are very important to consider. But while you're thinking about that you do 
also have two or three years of your lives or more continue to go on here and why not make 
the most of that time while you can. It's intense you could be working a lot. You're going to 
be studying a lot. But if you can get up at 6am go surfing in the morning or you know go if 
you feel like walking on the beach or you want to do student clubs, that type of thing. It's 
worth giving back some is going to make a really big difference in your life while you're in it. 
And then beyond as well when you come back to Canada wherever you end up, it's having 
these experience in some way. I say totally different but it’s very similar to Canada in many 
ways but also different to kind of use as a part of yourself. And when you're you know 
moving on with your life and your work and that type of thing.  

Allison: 
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Yes Australia was fantastic. It was a great opportunity to go see a part of the world that we 
are two or three week vacation if you're lucky is not going to do justice to. You got to sort of 
be there and live there. While I was there some incredible things happen in the news and I 
won’t start talking because I won't finish. But to be there while it was happening you know 
political issues human rights issues to be so close to it and listen to your professors talk about 
it. University of Sydney a fantastic school. When I was there it was ranked in the top ten, I 
think it might be in the top 15 now. My professors write the textbooks. My professors are in 
the news. My professors are noteworthy and notable and remarkable in many, many ways. 
And to just hear what they have to say and then their little subtle nuanced opinions on things 
that they're happy to share when no one's really listening but just with you are fascinating. 
And the other thing that I hadn't expected but benefited from greatly was the people I go to 
law school, with their parents are big freaking deals. And I have no idea when you get invited 
over for dinner you're hearing what's really going on behind the scenes. They're judges. Their 
grandparents were judges. They're growing up in legal families where their opinions are 
fascinating. If you've a question you just call them and they give you an answer and you have 
something really special to write or something to really go home and think about. So those 
things in addition to the spectacular weather and I think I did about two hundred scuba dives 
when I was there. It's incredible. And I wouldn't change it for anything. The people are warm. 
The opportunities for travel in that part of the world are fantastic. It's whatever you want to 
make it. I wish I had more fun. I studied a lot I swear. But it's stunning, absolutely stunning. 

Heidi: 

Thank you. So talking about the U.K. I could probably talk all day about all the selling points 
in the different places in the U.K. I've actually just returned on Saturday from two and a half 
week trip across the country just visiting our partners and getting to see the different 
campuses and checking in with the law professors. And I can honestly say that students have 
a great time. The law schools love having them. They absolutely adore having Canadian 
students because British students are a bit quiet. They don't necessarily participate in class 
whereas the Canadians have an opinion and want to talk about it and they get involved. So 
the Canadians run their Canadian law societies, they run the mooting competitions and 
negotiation competitions and they're out there getting work and job experience and volunteer 
experience. They are running law clinics and all sorts of things at our law schools. So, they're 
definitely involved and you can have the opportunity to create your own experience out of the 
opportunities that are available at these school. So when talking to students about picking 
your universities, because again you can apply to five maximum and I think that's a good 
number because it's not going to give you too many choices but to give you enough to give 
you a range of options, you want to look at a campus environment, the type of city, what sort 
of experiences you can have at the law school, but in the city as well. So if you're interested 
in dance or sport or birdwatching, whatever it may be we can find you a campus that will 
provide you with those options as well as an excellent highly ranked law school. .So thinking 
about the life that you want to live and the fact that you do need to live there for two to three 
years I think it is important to note as my colleagues mentioned up here that you are living 
there. You don't just want to be living in the library living in the law school you want to be 
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happy and successful. And part of that is making sure that the rest of your day is taken up 
with something that you enjoy. So I mean if you play hockey we've got three universities that 
have hockey teams mostly made up of Canadians surprise surprise. So you can definitely find 
something to fulfill that aspect of your life alongside the law school aspects as well. The UK 
itself; so the weather. Weather is not so great. In comparison to Australia…I mean the two 
weeks that I was just over there it rained every single day but it was still 17 degrees so not so 
bad. And you just get used to being a little damp all the time, it’s just the way it is. There are 
some beautiful day and there are some not so great days but the great thing is they don't get to 
let us snow. So if you don't like the cold you're probably going to get a maximum of like zero 
to maybe negative 10 degrees if you're up in the north. That's about it. So it's a good range 
temperature anyway. A good range of weather every day and the travel opportunities from 
the UK are incredible. So you can hop on a train from just about any city in the UK and you 
can get to a new city within minutes, hours you can go from London to Scotland in four and a 
half hours on the train and it might cost you about thirty five pounds which is about sixty 
dollars. So if anyone has ever done a trip from here to Montreal on the train, it's like two 
hundred and fifty dollars to get there and it takes eight hours right. Yes. Now this is definitely 
much easier to get around. From London or any city around London you can hop on a flight 
to Europe and be there in half an hour or forty-five minutes. My flight from London to 
Belfast Ireland was literally 45 minutes and cost about 20 pounds. So you can find really 
good deals and you have good sections of holidays, so three weeks over Christmas at least 
three to five weeks over Easter so that’s March – April. You can spend some of that time 
traveling and some of it studying as your final exams do you start the first of May and all of 
your exams are May-June so you know, you don’t want to spend that entire time just flitting 
around Europe. But you can spend two or three weeks doing so. So, you do get a lot of 
holiday time to experience the world from the UK and I think it's important to note that the 
flights aren’t too bad actually round trip from Toronto to the UK as well. One, you can come 
home. I do recommend that over Christmas at least the first year when mom and dad are 
going to want you home. No question. Two is that transition period. It's much easier to come 
home at that time kind of settle back in and say OK I’m good to go and you’re back into your 
studies in January. So the access to home is much, much easier than I would say going all the 
way to Australia back. I think once you're in Australia you're saying there. Which isn't 
necessarily a bad thing but something to keep in mind. 

Moderator: 

Yeah OK great. So kind of on that point. What do you think makes your law schools unique 
as far as specializations go. So is there a specific specialization such as corporate law, 
environmental law etc. that you would recommend to going to school in your country for. 

Heidi: 

OK so one of the great selling points about the UK law schools is that they have such a range 
of specializations available in a range of electives that you can take at the undergrad level so 
the LLB that I mentioned. So in the booklets actually if you look in the back pages you'll see 
that the universities have listed programs after their titles there and you'll see that there are a 
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range of LLM options so if you find Queen Mary University they have a list. I think there 17 
LLMs listed there and there's got to be something there that you would be interested in. They 
have over twenty-two specializations at that one university. So if you're looking for a 
particular area of law whether it be intellectual property - which is really popular right now – 
environmental law, international human rights law, corporate law, business law, business 
finance law, fashion law - we have a couple of schools that offer fashion law and one that 
offers sports law. So if you're a semi dedicated athlete you want to come to sports law, that’s 
definitely an option. Basically, anything that you're interested in we can find you a program 
that will fit that at the LLM level. Now undergraduate level if you're looking at that two year 
LLB, you only get maybe two electives so there isn't a whole lot of space to take anything 
extra because you're accelerating that program. But in that case we do recommend looking at 
a 12 month LLM which bumps your program up to three years in length total. But you're 
getting two qualifications, so you're getting your qualifying law degree in common law and a 
masters qualification in a specialization of your choice which will help you get a job when 
you return to Canada. So having that specialization gives you a boost over any graduate who 
only has an LLB or JD program and not any sort of specialization from there. And so looking 
at that LLM could definitely help with employability and you have a range of options to 
choose from in the UK. So that's what I would say would be the most unique selling point for 
the UK law schools. Another one to keep in mind is their access to Europe, their access the 
U.N., and all the NGOs that work there. So I get the question a lot from students about 
interest in human rights and “can I work for the U.N.”. Of course you can! You can network 
and network and networks more and meet people that are already working there. We do have 
a few universities with researchers that will be teaching your classes in human rights that are 
currently working on the migration issues in the Mediterranean area and Turkey right now. 
So if that's an interest we can definitely hook you up with people that are working in that 
field and help you make those connections and that goes the same for, you know, corporate 
law, business law, street law, really anything you are interested in we can get you hooked up 
with those professors. We have an open door policy, so unlike here where the professor may 
have maybe two hours of office hours, two hours office hours a week and you have to 
preschedule and you might get in to see them in two months’ time. In the UK they have an 
open-door policy. They know your first name. They are called by their first name and you can 
walk right through that door and talk to them about just about anything and you're also 
dedicated a personal tutor when you sign up with the university. And this is usually a tutor 
who is assigned to Canadian law students so they know what you need to be in the law 
school, to return to Canada. They can answer your questions and they are your go to person. 
They might be working with maybe 45 other students. So they are accessible and I think 
that's another thing to keep in mind in the UK is that you do have that level of personal 
assistance that you don't have here especially in a large university like UofT when your class 
is only 45 people and you've got this personal tutor you can go to with just about any 
questions you can really feel comfortable and confident going to a school where you get the 
support that you need and I'm going to stop talking now.  

 



International Law Schools Panel Transcription      Prepared by the University of Toronto Pre-Law Society  
  

 
18 

 

Allison: 

I'm actually just going to add to that. Yes, the professors are very available and very 
accessible to you. I don't know a single Australian will turn down an invitation to drink a pint 
or a glass of wine to talk about something you want to talk about. You're also a JD student so 
you’re postgrad. There is not very many of you. They really care about what's going on. They 
want to make sure that you do them proud by doing something remarkable with your, with 
their name, with their school on your resume. So don't underestimate how accessible and 
available they'll make themselves. You had asked about if there's something specific about 
my school that will put you in a specific direction. I think it's a tool box. You can do anything 
you want with it. I steered towards the non-feelings law. I wanted to go to corporate. I didn’t 
want to deal with emotions and things like that. But I also became a public prosecutor. If I 
stayed in Australia that's what I would've done. So it's amazing the things you'll say hard no 
to and then you'll find yourself being like “Oh my God I can't believe I missed this 
opportunity.” So there's a lot available to you and just be open. All the things you said you 
wouldn’t do. You'll find love and keep an open mind and you don't have to do it for your 
whole career. I think that's one of the things that excited me about being a lawyer is you can 
do this for a little bit and try something else. When you’re lawyer people listen to you. It 
opens a c-suite executive level positions and the board of directors positions and people like 
I-I think lawyers have incredible careers because they don't tend to do one thing forever. 
Sometimes they teach, sometimes they write, sometimes they have opportunities that aren’t 
usually given to other people so I'd ask that you not discount the opportunities that it can 
bring even if today you don't know exactly what that may be. 

Anna: 

I think it has all been said very well. The opportunities are endless. Australia, every single 
university, the list of elective courses that you have available at your fingertips to choose 
from, it is vast. I mean, that goes for every single university. So if you're curious about the 
specifics of exactly what courses are offered for electives and what types of master's 
programs you might want to look at as well. That's something you are interested. We will 
definitely pass all that along to you depending on the university and the school but there's so 
many options. 

Lucian: 

So the US, specifically T-14s, the opportunities from there are literally endless. Just because 
of the sheer amount of, well, reputation that they have. So again there's a high barrier to entry 
that I alluded to. But once you're in, you're in. Being a student there means that companies 
and firms want to hire you very, very badly. And so from January to March I didn't pay for 
dinner once between Monday to Thursdays because that was the sheer number of receptions 
that were available to attend just at the various restaurants nearby. Just reception after 
reception. Actually there's seminars that you're expected to attend prior to attending 
receptions because students have been known to get too drunk on the free cocktails. It has 
happened and I've seen it happen. It's embarrassing. So it's just once you, being from UofT 
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where it's you know it's a class of fifteen thousand undergraduate students being in that 
environment is very different and it's very exciting. If the focus, of course, is on corporate 
law and many of the events are, but if you want to do something different there's always 
someone at the law school is going to be available to speak to you and there's probably going 
to be an event happening in a couple of weeks that will be geared to whatever it is that you're 
interested in. It's often sponsored by the very organizations because it is New York City. So it 
is often sponsored by the organization in New York City that pertains to that interest area. 
And it's just the there's an incredible amount of opportunity and interest from the law 
students. It's enough that I think that's been one of the biggest differences of being in a 
section of 90 that all knows each other and have all been exceptional in their fields. 
Everyone's on the ball with every assignment and reading that has been done. It's intimidating 
at first but it's exciting to be on. One thing in terms of what characterizes sort of the 
American law school experience is, so I have to be in New York August 1st, about a month 
before my classes begin because they do what's called an early interview week which is 
where the various law firms of Manhattan, D.C. etc. take over a Manhattan hotel and then we 
did 10 interviews a day for a week. I always think of it as like 16th century Chinese arranged 
marriage system where everyone gets together and then you find a match. And the ones that, 
the firms that are interested in you afterwards will send you an e-mail and then you go for 
second round interviews but it's all very medieval. But anyways that's the amount of 
opportunity that you can get with the T-14 schools that are that extremely fixed pipeline that 
exists makes everything as smooth as possible from start to finish. 

Moderator: 

Yeah, great. Kind of continuing on our employment theme, if you all could kind of compare 
what the outcomes in your respective countries with outcomes in Canada and what that looks 
like financially as well as just in terms of jobs and opportunities offered as well as touch on 
what it is one can get during law school and during their degree. 

Lucian: 

So there's I think it's fairly uncommon for Canadians to return from the United States once 
they start off at law school there. Part of that is because if you come back to Canada you have 
to article. You don't have to article in the United States. You are a lawyer upon passing the 
bar and you take the bar after graduation so there's no waiting period there. And you don’t 
have to do all the certifications. So that's, the big draw of course is going to be the corporate 
salary as I mentioned the corporate salary there is one hundred and eighty thousand, which is 
a number that is really hard to ignore. American, USD. Yes, yes. So for me personally 
actually because I was thinking about this the other day because I was considering one firm. 
There's a firm that I was looking at that has offices in many countries including Canada and 
the United States and I was looking at, OK so maybe I could take one in Canada. Problem is 
the one in Canada would pay me a third of what would the one in the United States would 
pay me. That's too big of a difference. And it's one of those things where it's hard to say I'm 
going to leave behind a corporate salary when you're facing 60,000 a year maximum debt 
right. The employment outcomes are there and, sorry the employment opportunities are there 
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for you to take, and there is a great diversity. But most students do go the corporate route, at 
least for a couple of years. The nice thing though is that once you have that corporate 
experience law firm it's like a training ground for you and you can sort of do a lateral and go 
in-house which many people do work for one of the firm's clients or you may want to come 
out and do public interest work and there's also many, many opportunities for pro bono work 
at the firm. 

Anna: 

So I think I'll just touch on this and I'll let Allison's speak to her personal experience as well. 
In Australia I'll just kind of give you a few numbers, kinds of things to look at. So, for us for 
OzTREKK and the students that we work with, we usually spend about 75 students a year 
across all universities and we’ve been around for 16 or so years. So do the math. Generally 
speaking there's about 90 percent of our graduates find employment afterwards. Now with the 
other 10 percent most often it's just because those people have taken a year and they decide 
not to move forward with a career in law. They decide to do something else. They don't do 
their exams and they get back, that type of thing. And so the success is definitely there. It's 
those options again. You can stay in Australia. So if you after you've completed your degree 
and you love Australia, you fall in love in Australia, that happens too, or it's just you 
understand you can't do that. It's again a pretty streamlined process. Generally speaking, most 
of the students that we work with do decide usually to come back to Canada. I don't have 
exact numbers on that but that's kind of the most common route. Coming back to Canada, yes 
it's very possible. There are a few hurdles or challenges in doing so and that's where we spoke 
of the Canadian elective law courses, that type of thing. But when you are looking at coming 
back to Canada and looking at moving forward in your career, I mean you do need to be 
accredited here in Canada first. So there's a series of exams you need to write, the NCA 
exams and then the number of those that you need to write depends on where you went to 
school and the electives that you took. So that's evaluated when you apply to the NCA when 
you get back and then you get a series of exams you need to write. And again, on average 
usually it's around five to eight each. The quite short pass/fail exams. It does require some 
study and some work. Alison will speak to that a little bit after. But once you've done that 
then you're pretty much good to go and again your background studies set you up in a nice 
way for those exams and then again from there it's just that would now be a Canadian law 
grad and that type of thing. It's deciding where you want to go, what kind of networking 
you're going to do and that type of thing as well for, you know, for moving forward. So the 
opportunity is there it is. There's just a kind of a few extra rules if you do want to come back 
to Canada.  

Allison: 

Yes it was my original plan to stay in Australia. After law school you would do something 
called the practical legal training – PLT – or College of Knowledge as they call it. For an 
international student it's fourteen thousand dollars. It takes about four months. It's some 
practical, some technical, some in class stuff. The difference for Canadian students is in order 
to maintain a visa. You do need to attend in person. The Australian students can do it online 
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which means they're working full time. You're not. Something to think about when you're in 
a cab and the meter's running and things get very expensive quickly. So it's possible it can be 
done. After that you're called to the roles and you’re a solicitor. So you're not a barrister but 
you are a solicitor and you're able to start practicing law straight away. I ended up waiting a 
couple months and then coming back and missed the natural cycle of being called to the 
Ontario Bar. So my process took about a year and a half. Didn't have to but it did. It started 
with the NCA. They are equivalency exams. I had to write five. They weren’t challenging, I 
bought notes on Kijiji it was like thirty bucks, the textbook would have cost me two hundred 
and I was tired of studying so I just did it. Did them all in one sitting, had to wait three 
months for my results. Some administrative delays. Really frustrating but it's fine. During 
that time, you can apply to get your bar materials, you'll receive them. The bar here is two 
exams: a solicitor and a barrister exam with four subjects / four subjects, two seven hour 
exams two weeks apart. You'll get double sided stack of paper this big. I got them sent to me 
and my mom was like “Oh my God are you going to be okay.” And after three years of law 
school I was like “are you joking me? This is nothing. Like is like that it? Like, there's 
nothing else. There's no other textbooks? If there’s nothing else then that’s fine.” And she 
was horrified. And that's one plus of law school: nothing scares you anymore. You just be 
like this is fine, that's all it is, and you can handle it. And I actually reviewed these things for 
Anna the last time I spoke with her. It took me about a year and a half and that's the time and 
the money when it all came down to it was about twelve thousand dollars so the NCAs are 
about 350 a pop. Applying to the Law Society is one thing. The bar exam was like 800. 
Solicitor exam 600 and the other costly aspect that I did was the PLT. So that’s the alternative 
to articling. You do need to do articling or the PLT. Articling is 10 months and very difficult 
to secure. I mean if you if you can't find it you're good. If you can't. I just got tired of waiting 
and did the PLT. It's a program offered through Ryerson. It takes eight months to complete. 
It's fantastic. You’re setup in these virtual firms. You have some in-person weeks and the rest 
of the time you're working from home or remotely on little projects, little assignments and 
they're really good about bringing some real top guns in the city to come in and tell you about 
what they do. People you wouldn't normally have access to, professionals, top litigators and 
other people who are, you know, corporate councils. That's another thing. A lot of times 
when you do articling you need to do it in a firm, you do litigation. I always wanted to go in-
house, but there's not a lot of opportunity to network or find out what that exactly means but 
you're bringing corporate councils in from some of the biggest corporations in the city and 
the country, the states, gives you a fantastic opportunity for exposure and then your calls bar. 
And the call to the bar, I think is about fifteen hundred bucks and then you need to do your 
gowns again. It's like it's expensive but it's very doable. But like I said it’s about 12 to 
fourteen thousand dollars at the end of it and you’re off and you’re a solicitor and a barrister. 
And when you have a JD you can call yourself a doctor. It's pretentious but we still do it. It 
makes it easier when my card is declined, I just say I’m a doctor. And your mom will be 
proud of you, which is always good.  
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Heidi: 

So Allison touched on the NCA process which is actually required for any returning 
international law student. So if you go to the US, Australia, the UK, New Zealand, anywhere 
they offer a common law degree. If you wanted to transfer to Canada, you have to go through 
the NCA or the National Committee on Accreditation to get that degree accredited before you 
could do the bar exams and approach the bar. Keeping that in mind the UK is no different 
from the process in Australia. And so most my students have a very similar story to Allison's 
there. So in our particular universities we have worked very hard to get in touch with the 
NCA so we do sessions with Deborah Woolf who is the director of the NCA annually to 
make sure that students get in touch with the information they need. Usually in February of 
the year that you are graduating. So it gives you a good amount of time to prepare for those 
exams. I have it on good authority that some of the Canadian law societies at our universities 
run prep courses for the NCA. So the run these little study groups to get ready for these 
exams and they go through the materials together and make sure that everybody is on board 
with that. So when you complete your degree in the UK it's going to be about mid-June when 
you finish your exams and you want to make sure you pre-order your transcripts sent directly 
to the NCA upon graduation. That means that they will receive it and be able to process 
application before September of that year so you can then get your number of exams later 
signed and start writing them in October. So this sets you up really low for a timeline to 
finish them in six to 12 months. So, there are usually five to seven exams. If you do two years 
of law school and you have at least two years of post-secondary you're going to be assigned 
seven exams, on average. If you do three years of law school and you have at least three years 
of post-secondary, you'll be assigned five. So that's kind of the key formula. If you’ll take that 
that word for it. This also depends on your electives and your grades. So, if you get lower 
than a 55 percent in the UK that will not be a qualifying course you will have to rewrite that 
exam so that can add up to eight to ten exams total. So, it's something to keep in mind you do 
need to do well in this degree. You can't just plan on passing and then come to the NCA and 
say “hey I’ve got an international law degree.” It doesn't work like that, you’ve got to actually 
do reasonably ok on your degree to be able to do these exams. Now once you've done those 
exams they are self-study, open book, pass or fail, they send you the materials. I would 
actually caution against buying that cheat sheet mainly because Deborah Wolfe told me 
herself in April that 70 percent of OneClass failed because they bought the wrong cheat sheet. 
So whatever the cheat sheet had on the answer was incorrect and they all had the same 
incorrect answer. So she’s a little frustrated with this whole situation about buying these 
cheat sheets which I completely understand from a student perspective, but I recommend 
always going through the materials properly. Just put in the work, you’re law students, you 
know how to get through these papers. Just do it and get it done right. So, once you're done 
those, you’re at the same level as a Canadian law graduate so then you can do your bar exams 
and your articling. Now articling is a huge challenge, it's a hurdle for all law graduates in 
Canada. So even Canadian school graduates, they're taking six to 18 months to find an 
articling position. That is the reality of the law sector in Canada is that even if you graduate 
from Osgoode Hall, you're not guaranteed to get a position within six months of graduation. 
It just is what it is. So my recommendation to all of you whether you go abroad or stay here: 
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networking. Network now. Start now and find somebody in a law firm to be able to sponsor 
you for that articling. Doesn't matter if it's in three years or five years’ time. Make sure you're 
putting in your work and you're making those connections so that you can continue those 
connections and get that position when you return. So I guess it doesn't matter where you go 
it's always going to be a challenge. So keep that in mind as you're going through law school 
network wherever you are - in the UK Australia - just keep making those connections 
because you'll be surprised how many firms like Lucian mentioned from the US have 
connections in the US firms, UK, France, Germany, France, with Toronto based firms. So if 
you make those connections over there you have a better chance of getting a job here. Now, 
the PLT program at Ryerson is a beautiful thing and it doesn't replace that articling. So it 
does give you a standardised process to get the practical legal experience that you need to go 
in and then you'll be able to use that in place of articling. So that is a great program. Caution 
though that it is a pilot project, which means they could cut it off at any moment and because 
Ryerson is opening their own law school, it is possible that they will limit that program to 
their own graduates and not international graduates. So, keeping that in mind you can't really 
count on one particular avenue or another. So, keep your options open. Have an idea of the 
type of law degree that you want to do the type of job you want to do when you come back or 
when you finish your degree here. But keep that box open because you never know what 
opportunities could come along. And one of my graduates from the UK. She was always 
interested in family law and she was volunteering with the Children's Aid Society in 
Hamilton throughout the course of her undergrad so she went over to the UK and got her 
three year law degree came back to Canada and was able to talk one of the practicing 
solicitors at the firm to sponsor her for her articling. So she did four days a week at home and 
one day in the office and was able to get enough hours to cover articling with that one person 
as her supervisor. So she kind of pushed the bar and kept asking kept asking kept asking and 
got what she needed to get to the bar and she's now practicing at a firm in Barrie. So there are 
always opportunities, it's just making sure you're making those connections, keeping your 
options open and not focusing on one particular firm because that's going to be very, very, 
very challenging for you to get into. So practicing in the UK that is an option once you’re 
done your LLB, you can go into either the barrister or solicitor streams. So they have a bar 
school and they have a solicitors school with the OPEC. You need to be sponsored on a 
training contract to go into either of these options. So, basically training contracts is the 
equivalent of our and articling here or bar exams and articling here. So you would need to do 
a year of schooling and then a year of placement with whatever firm or organisation who 
sponsors you for that training contract. Now this is becoming more and more popular with 
our students and really networking again is key. If you can make those connections they're 
getting hired right out of graduation to do this process. And once you’re a solicitor - which 
most people go for, I would say 90 percent of graduates in the UK go as a solicitor because 
the barrister jobs are few and far between and basically the end goal is to be a judge. So the 
more practical aspects of the UK practice is to be a solicitor. Once you are qualified there and 
you’ve practiced there for a while, coming back to Canada is a much easier process. So it cuts 
out the majority if not all of the article requirement. You still have to do the NCA exams and 
you still have to do the bar exams, but it makes the process much simpler because of course, 
the biggest hurdle is getting that articling position so definitely a possibility. There's also the 
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possibility of practice in any Commonwealth country. Having a common law qualifying law 
degree opens doors in all sorts of places including Europe, the US, Australia, New Zealand, 
and so on. So keep your options open and good luck to you. 

Allison: 

You're going to have a very clear understanding of exactly what harassment is after law 
school and you're going to need to harass people for a job. Like you're going to have to do it 
nicely but don't give up. It's like no one's going to call you up and give you the best job 
you've ever had. You're going to need to stay hungry. You're going to need to do the work. 
You’re going to need to network. Don't be afraid to bug people a bit. People are generally 
quite happy to meet with you for coffee. They will help you if they can and if they can’t help 
you at the moment, they'll think about you down the road. But don't be afraid to really b to be 
aggressive within the confines of the law. 

Moderator: 

Okay, thank you so much everyone. So we're running a little bit short on time. We're going to 
move straight into our Q&A. If anyone is livestreaming this, feel free to comment on your 
question and our VP, Maria, will ask it on your behalf. So, with that being said does anyone 
have any questions? 

Student 1: 

I have a question for Lucian. I know some of the US law schools have a loan forgiveness 
programs. Is that something that your students consider or irrespective of that it doesn't make 
much of a difference? 

Lucian: 

Right. So I'll repeat the question a bit it's about the loan repayment Assistance Program 
(LRAC) which is a common thing at many of the US law schools. NYU has a particularly 
expensive one. And what that is is, I believe that if you work in public interest, I haven't 
looked into extensively so correct me if I am wrong here. But it is just that work in public 
interest for a number of years - I believe it's 10 years - will gradually reduce the student loan 
down to zero or some amount above that. NYU laws does go down to zero. I don't want to 
see that's the case for every school. It's a good program. Certainly, if it's available to you at 
your school. The criticism of it that I’ve gotten from some of my fellow students who are 
considering public interest is that the student loan does still sit there. It's still there for 10 
years affecting your credit and anything you might want to do in those 10 years. And it's a 
long time to commit to public interest because the requirements are stringent and complex 
and you don't want to mess them up. Yes. So, it makes it easier to go into public interest 
certainly, along with sort of public interest funding for summer jobs. It makes it easier to 
consider those avenues. But it doesn't make it better. 
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Student 2: 

Hi, I have one question about the UK law program. So if you’re graduating in Canada, I 
know quite frequently a lot of people in the U.K. that graduate with a degree in law will take 
the GDL and convert into law programs you still have to a master's degree if you want to 
practice in UK law courts. 

Heidi: 

So the GDL does originate in the UK. If you're planning on staying in the UK you want to 
practice in the UK that would be a fine conversion course. It does not transfer back to 
Canada. So unfortunately, the minimum requirement in Canada is two years of law and the 
GDR is only one year is not enough to qualify you to transfer it back. So I've had that 
question before and from Director Deborah Wolfe the answer was they will have to go back 
to law school here for two years to make up the qualifications. So it's really not worth it. 
There is something coming into play called SQE that we will have to consider for 2021 
onwards. So, if you’re looking for 2020 you don't need to worry about it. But the SQE will 
essentially replace the need for a qualifying law degree in the UK and that will open doors to 
anybody with a different law background. We're still unsure how successful it will be for 
Canadians but if you're living in the UK you don't need a visa to study in the UK. It would 
definitely be a possibility for a quick route into law because you can do any bachelors 
background and then do these SQE exams which take relatively between six to twelve 
months at the moment and then you could go into solicitor and barrister training. So there are 
different things in the works happening in the UK and that's about all we know at the moment 
it's still very much unclear. There's a lot of grey areas in question marks but that's kind of the 
way that they're going for the next couple years. 

Moderator: 

Any other questions. 

Student #2: 

I'm so sorry. And then regarding your experiences in the US, in terms of financing yourself. 
How secure do you feel about loans...? 

Lucian: 

It's difficult simply because the Canadian private loan market is not set up for the US price 
point. So, I don’t know if this is getting too personal now. So my loan is through TD. It caps 
out at about $125 000 over the course of three years. So that's about forty thousand Canadian 
dollars. So, if I was paying full tuition that would be half of what full tuition is, not including 
how much it costs to live in a place like New York City. So in addition to that there's the 
scholarship of course and I still get some money from OSAP but still even with all of that, a 
portion of it does have to come from parents. I feel fairly secure about being able to pay it 
because of the employment prospects at NYU law. This is actually something that I admire of 
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American schools as opposed to Canadian schools because they have very good data. They 
have, they're very good at collecting survey data on the employment outcomes, what the 
money is like. I like that aspect of it all. So as a result, I feel confident in my ability to repay. 
However, it does mean that essentially when I left Canada it was a decision that I would stay 
in New York because I don't have the freedom to move around or pursue different areas as 
much as I might if the consequence is so high. So I do come from a lower income family so I 
knew that in decided to take on this very expensive well school education I'm committing that 
I'm going to repay it through my own income. 

Student #2: 

Sorry, I work at TD. As an international student I’ve been trying to figure out reasonable 
ways I would be able to finance as much as possible and I feel like taking the loans out as an 
international student so I was wondering employment opportunities while you’re working in 
law school. 

Lucian: 

Yeah I should have spoken more about that earlier actually. So I'm in my first year summer 
now. So NYU law. The overwhelming majority of first year summers are spent in public 
interest or in my case research. A small percentage of students do work in corporate 1L 
internships. Those pay very well. If you get a corporate 1L internship they will pay you at the 
first year rates, so whatever 180,000 divided by the appropriate number of weeks. So 
something around $3,500 American Dollars a week to do very little. Those are very hard to 
get. Your second year summer, so next summer. That's what I'm going back in August to 
basically participate in the channel is trying to get that, again this is paid at the same rate and 
then so for the second year summer onward you can be working. And there is a complicated 
system of, man it has been so long, I want to say CPE hours?, there is a set of hours that you 
can use towards working in the US that you are committed to. You just have to be on top of 
things. You have to have that arranged ahead of time so that you don't run afoul of customs 
while you are there. But you can work in the US and next summer also I am working through 
the school year as a T.A. for the business school there. And because that's within the 
university makes it much easier in terms of…if you're working within the university the pay 
is usually not going to be great because it is still academia but you it is much easier to deal 
with customs. And if you're working outside of it, you're more limited in the number of hours 
you can take on, but the pay may be greater depending on what you’re doing.  

Moderator: 

Any other questions? 

Student #3: 

You talked about work prospects in the US. You gave arguments about why you wouldn’t 
want to return to Canada but say you did. What does accreditation look like coming from the 
US?  
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Lucian: 

I believe it is more or less what they described. I'd have to go through NCA and I’d have to 
go through articling as well. Those are two pretty big barriers as to why Canadians don't 
choose to return when you can skip articling entirely. It is very attractive to do whatever it is 
that doesn't require you to do the articling  

Student #3: 

Do you have to article even if you have already worked in the states? 

Lucian: 

That I am not a hundred percent on. You guys might be able to answer that. 

Heidi: 

Okay. Basically if you have relevant work experience the NCA will take that into 
consideration. So they may not like the entirety of your articling requirement but they will 
minimize it. So I know coming from the UK that is the case and I've asked about the US as 
well and that would be very similar. Really depends on the experience that you're getting. So 
if you're working for a law firm of course that would count if you're working as a legal 
adviser, maybe not as much so, again depends on what the situation is. I just looked a couple 
of seconds to know that there are a couple other options for the NCA exams and that would 
be the LLM Commonwealth at Osgoode Hall. UofT has a similar LLM program. They keep 
changing the names so I'm not going to give a name because it has literally been different 
every year for the past five years but they do have an alumni equivalent that you can take in 
place of the NCA exams. Now these programs open doors to employability so I've heard 
from students that if they go through the LLM at Osgoode they get access to the Osgoode 
careers and employability people which can then lead them to Bay Street and other 
opportunities like that. So keeping those opportunities in mind. They do cost about 30 grand a 
year. So again big ticket price but it may be worth it if that's your end goal. 

Student #4: 

Since you mentioned that you planned on staying in the US, I have two questions regarding 
prospects post-graduation. First of all are you confident in your ability to get rehired 
especially if Trump is re-elected in 2020? And second of all, your take on New York versus 
other major regional markets: DC, San Fran, Chicago, etc.. 

Lucian: OK so without betraying my political views I would almost be more confident. But 
that's a bad thing to say especially in New York City just because if the immigration changes 
that are currently happening make it easier for well-educated master's level, the law degree is 
considered a master's degree in the US. For instance if you're applying for an H1B there's 
actually an additional 10,000 spots there reserved for masters level students like law students. 
So, it would make it easier. But that's not something I go around saying when I'm in New 
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York. So. And even if for whatever reason I don't get an H1B visa, there is also a TN Visa. 
So some of friends in engineering familiar with the TN visa which is a specific thing under 
NAFTA or whatever it's called, and that has not changed even with the changes to NAFTA. 
So. And your second question was specifically New York City versus Chicago, Dallas, etc. 
New York City is expensive and dirty and you should all visit because it's a lovely city to be 
in. It's so there's a lot of little anecdotes and I don't know. It's-there's so much to do which is 
really incredible. So I like to bike a lot and I have very little regard for my own safety so I 
bike New York City all the time. And it's nice, you know, if I'm in Central Park. I've been too 
spoiled in terms of cities I lived in, so I’ve mainly lived in Toronto and NYC and they are 
very good cities for in terms of food diversity, so I eat a lot. That's somewhat apparent. And 
it's really nice to be able to visit all those landmarks and there's so much happening in New 
York City. The major downside is that you can never watch a movie with friends that is set in 
New York City because you become just insufferable. I watched John Wick III with my 
friends the other day and I just went jabbering on and on: “That's where I study. That's where 
I like to ride my bike. Oh I went across that bridge once.” It's just-it has a lot of downsides as 
I mentioned. Dirty and expensive, but it is just is a cool place to be.  

Moderator: 

It looks like we have time for one more question. If anyone has one? Okay, will then, I’d like 
to thank all our panelists for being here today. Can we have a round of applause?... 
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